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The air ectors of the 
Church in the Unifed Stat , 
Inaugural Address "of their Irs pro | gether tl 
charge delivered 10 him, deem it poUper -two'p a CW. 
marks on the origin of theipinstitution. The eartjecl ninisters” 
of. the Lutheran Church in" 'America#having nated )eer 
educated in the theological institutions of Germany, were wall 
convinced of their utility, and often expressed hy pe 
establighing; one in, this country. Hendry TOE». Bs ; 
guUres Were \ individual synods, which were how 


not attended | he desired effect. Among the motives, wi 
led-to the egtab me it of "the General Synod; was the d 
of concentrating the-energies.of es > that they migh 
competent to the” estab eological . semina 
Accordingly, at her third gegsic en Md). 
in. November last, * raged gl resolv6 longer to- 
| defy this port matter, yopk meaaurrs to ob Py k = 
saryifunds, e elected a bog irect tors, and appoint&ta m 
ing of them * lagerstown, to Joo e their institittion. In, 

rch 1: 1 directory met accordingly. ter, 


petition OG ore wa” 
: - neatly imploghd. the guidance of God iy; 


That the Church of C} wk 
well regulated theological 81 moder 
ery. The Brangelical Lathepan chm EL, has lou since enjoy 
them. 'The fathers of our church in the United State I. 
known to you, were prepared. for the sacred miniswy in "os 
Seminary at Halleg and by their classical knowledge, great erudi- 
tion and feryent piety, became under God, instrumental in the 
conyersion” of hundreds, who, but for the s0ns of Halle, Wor 
very probably have. ehtered. the et2rhal world, without £ | 
having Seen wy of IEP Poupnengy Yes, it 1s an 1mPo 4.4 | 
ſact, and | , Dy 
gical emi reflect, that religion was at theJowest ob in. 
many districts yy this country, until the arrival of pastors, xh | 
were nursed and reared at Halle.” ay indeed prevjously, 2 
men employed as pastors by gur , but*hey were 0s 
erally 90 1gHoran ba f ni lis, 50 ung | 
men became in as many insfances, disgusted, . | 
_settleq down In a tha « The erudition, unfeigned | et: 
x ; systematic knowledge of Ts, 
[el 2yocam upon the en LE IBS which our f wel Þ 
$4 the lo ical nary M nable 
to discriminate when 0. fog 
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{th deve to the eauge-of 
4 our church in- Europe, | 
ifferent den minations of chpistians , 
"Ely a His © ries were brought © x 

110 ! aries, The Pres- | 
Ra number of hey 
Juable Instity-- 

| Vo ba, 7 

* + © Strange*as/itanusy a able fact, that | 
"a the German"ehlimn athera | ad Reformed) i in. the United 

B wy re, emained Þ: y indifferent, as regards | theological 
_ geminaries, "Tatil of late. Whilst others prepared young 
mer for the ministry, and sent them forth pious, erudite and 
7 well stored with classic lore, to missionate throughout this ex- 
X tensive country, we could scarcely provide. churches already 
' organized, with suitable_pastors. "Either we.were compelled 
to admit men. into the-migistry, if they were pious, though pos- 
gessing no more knowledge than every lay-n ght to scck 
for himself; or suffer our churches fo remain yacant until young 
7 "men couldbe. found, whose circumstane | enabled them to, en- 
Ze tr a college or university, and after graduating, to, spend, a. 
F. "year or two in the study of theology, under the direction. of one 
| or other of oummost experienced pastors. The great disad- 
*yantages, under which the - chufch suffered, are well known, 
\ No matter how pious and sCentific our pastors, who prepared 
Y be. io, it must be conceded, that as every stationed pastor, i. 
A tas:a flock to ſeed and defend, he cannob OY i as eut t wy "{'N, Þ 
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tor churches, i in a pow 
[holds of Satan, ot 


God. The calls for 'su wu 

at this period, W ex 
ignorphbaL the 
divided * LCM 
The Gene 3 j mine ' 007i 
wnce upon os to <xtabligh a theolog] ical Seminary:. 
important and highly responsible station of its first p 
you, my dear brother, have been elected, and it has devolved ; 

{ upon me, to charge you, in the most solemn manner, as in the 5 

' presence of the 'Triune God, to be well aware of the sacredness 
of the office, with which we inyest you this day. 

Brother! You. To be be. intrusted with the care of men, who 
| aro designed for / ministry—who are to go out as heralds of 
the Lord Jesus—wWho ako to become the instruments. of life 6r 
3 ; oy » whom ( 


death to many. U oroldca to instruct them, i mn all ” 
those things, which should ever characterize an, ambassador' of. 
the King of Kings, 80 that our common _master may not be.) 
dishonored, but that through their instrumentality, his kingdom: 
be extended.” Upon: you then it depends in a high degree, © 
- Theo-# CS 


whether they, who ghall be received as students "of « 
logical Seminary, will become as lamps, set up on. | 
enlighten the house of God, or, whother they shall be] 
| Sent to punieh J erusalem for its transg 
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zble to quench all the fiery " 
| ion, the sword of the ; 
? You are aware of the 

very« age, by men who 


e Lion nally favoured our beloved church—as- 
Mare > biblicz , and her veriest enemics cannot point out 
ortant error in. her articles of faith, no more than could 
- the enemics of the truthat the Diet of W orms, prove the books of 
the immortal reformer. erroneous; therefore,.the church which 
entrusts you with the preparation and hn of her pastors, 
demands of you, (and.in her-behalF I solet e you) to 
establish all students confided to,you are; w that faith, which 
distingyishes our. church from 0 {If any 8hould object to 
*-8nch faith, or any part of ity-op 8 T5 convinced of- the 

OY - excellence of our discipline, the > "their choice, to unite 
© ff » -vith such of our christian brethren djonparticalar Views in 
—_ "matters of faith and t Scipline, may-suitthem better. I hold it 
_— as'in | le, for the peace and welf of a church, 
OE t unity of sentiment Should prevail upon all important 1 mat- 


of faith and liscipline, among 
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tended for, and hence. 
ghould ever characte T ze th 
Above all, the church! YOU, - | 
our students well in the doctrine of the aton net by 
Dr. Gray, in his Mediatorial Reign 4 of the Son of God, obaych 
j (p. 255) © Therefore begit known, 40 _thos6 who know it not, / 
that Martin Luther, thatyonly not inspired man, whom the. ». 
Lord Jesus Faised up by unction, to SAVE lis , 
church from Mn, lin, that the atonement made” 4 
by the Son of God on Calvary, 1 is con | effect the calva- , bf 
* tion of all mankind ; and, that no r is a render \ | 
universally efficacious, but the sinner's faith.” And surely. an-+ * 
unbiassed judgment of the gacred writings,” will assent to” he - 
correctness of such doctrine. 'The evidences thereof, and that * 
Jesus of Nazareth, is very God, are plain, perspicuous and irre- | 
ſragable, FT charge you then, by all that is holy, never to recom- 
mend to the church, a student, who is heterodox upon these points, 
. They are those, im which believers of our church chiefly de- 
light, and though others may differ from us, in their views, yek ©® * 
you will ever remember, that every minister of the gospel in ' 
the evangelical Lutheran church, must believe and teach, that 
Jesus Christ is Jehovah, the true and essential God, co-equal wit: 
and co-eternal with the Father, and that he voluntarily eove- 
nanted to come into this world, in the form of a man, to atone 
upon the cross, for the sins of the whole world. © [| 8. 
I have now done, for why should I be diffuse, and enter npow * 
a more minute and particular delineation of the duties, incum- 
bent upon you,.- as professor of the evangelical Lutheran'8enhi- bat. 
nary ? What has been said, is s8ufficient to impress upon your, 34 
mind haw important is the station you now-hold! But shrink. .. 7 
not from the discharge of the duties obligatory upon you. _ Your - , > 
mater, the Lord+Jesus Christ, tlie'great head of the church, . «| 
will aid you, and require from you no more than that you be >: 
. Faithful. Rest assured too, that you will have _ origons 
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> hay: Wtermined to become 


1 your studies, i Ls >in piety, and deport yourselves in gen- 
eral;"0s reIady ok high vocation. It would not comport 
© Ovith the feelings of my brother, whom you now Fecognize as your 
profess0r, to peak of his goal in cncomlaghi FF 
> Sw it be consistent \ | 3 ul £ 
or our church, has elec 
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e themselves for the ministry in this 
FYou heard the responsibility of his station, and 
® no means unimportant. Upon you will in a great 
40M depend, the progperity of our seminary. I! you leave it 
erudite and pious, and become active, zealous, prudent and 
faithful ambassadors of Jesus, then will our semitiary rise and 
floarish; but if on the contrary, you should be uſimindful of your 
duties as students—if your hearts and head 
I piety and knowledge be wanting, then may our seminary sink 
/"—which may God avert! | 
>. Finally, may we-all be faithful! May we discharge the va- 
a » rious duties obligatory upon us, with alacrity and delight!— 
+. Then will we embrace each other, and with thoge whom we 
' have been ingtrumental. in discipling for Jesus, join with the 
| s of heaven, in singing glory unto-the Lamb of God 
ever, Amen ! 
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'The occassion on which we are assettiilifed, cis fraught wit 
peculiar solemnity to him who now add "e880 La. Awith the 
deepest interest to the friends of Zion. The supreme judicat 
of our church, hearing the frequent and the fruitless calls for 


 ministers,. presented to our different synods, haye. been admo- 


nished alike that the fields are ripe for harvest and that the la- 
bourers are far too few ; andthe apprebension has been forced 
upon them, that unless efficient measures are speedily adopted, 
for many the harvest of grace will s0on be over, the summer of 
action ended, and their souls-not 8ayed. They. have felt too, 
that whilst the awſul - responsibilities of those, who are to feed 
the church of God which he purchased with his own blood, call 
for every possible ſacility of education; the students of our.church 


have hitherto enjoyed few. advantages, have been compelled to - 


pursue their course amidst difficulties of the most formidable 
nature. Believing, also, that it is their high privilege nv, [cs 
than duty, to cast a prospective glance at the future wants of the 


church, and to share with their fellow christians the glory of. 


the missionary enterprise ; the General Synod (to use their own 
impressive language) have been compelled to «regard it as a 


80lemn daty imposed on them by their constitution, and due from - 


them to their God and-to the church, to provide for the proper 
cqucation of men of piety and talents forthe, gospel_ ministry; 
and have resolved, in the name. of the Triune God; and in hum- - 
blereliance on his aid establish a Theologica wr Hamel 
Shall be Lg" ao athe glory ( our divi mer 

_ogns Chrid wha Ons OR mel 


+» 


ky 


n alvation © can. Ka hens ho E 
ebrighter Spirits of a high- | 
IF ie- of God, when one sinner 1s 
jolt; "the'eftablichment of this institution, 
which God #7 in tir eng-fyrth hundredg of -pastors 
Bug aa thouskn '80uls; 'must present to them a _spec- 
-of- peenlia®Pattfaction. - And *shall an institution which 
Acre heaven, be vithwed with indifference on 
earth?" "No, it cann \ cxſlist the N of the churcl, 
wil not be f#rg« | her- prayers, nor overlooked in the 
| distriby "her C haritics, How important and ev Jentful then 
_ [st bc the dutics of an instructor in such an institution! With 
EF” 3uch responsibilities pressing.on his shoulders, well might a 
| Paul or an Apollos exelaim © who is sufficient for these things?” 4 
But were even-a Paul the teacher. of our 8chook, its uscfulness © 
woult be suspended on the blessing of Iigaven, Sometimes God #® 
is pleased to accomplish glorious purposes by feeble means, 
'8 that the excellency of the power may the more maniſestly be 
's his own. And ordinarilyaitis his way, to employ inferior but 
| faithful instruments, to-effect inferior but important purposecs, to 
- hg act some secondary, part in the grand train of mediatorial tri- 
umphs/ No on&"can feel more sensibly than he himself docs, 
the incompetency ofthe speaker for the important trust confided 
\ to him 3 but however humble may be the part which an allwise 
* Proyidence has destified this institution to gustain, having been 
gummoned to this- station by the -highest judicatory of the 
church, he would obey what seems to be the call of God, trust- 
ing the co-operation of his brethren, the effectual and fervent .. 
prayers of the righteous, and to the;promises of him who gract- 
ous]ly said, Lo! I am with you alway even unto the end of tho 
world.” | 
_ Fop the a 7 required of us on [this occasion, we have 
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c . ſelected a 8ubject, whiich, "whilst- it is not without interest to 

, those' of i intelle habits, nor void of edification to those wap 
believe. t th "mM * modges.vd may 


the institution which gives birth. 


wor audience, not to Ut > SU 
of theological education: 
with a specific referen& | 
brief outline to which weare n 
vantage be compresged into © the follo | . 
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| WraT BRANCHES OF- SCIBNCE ARE ENTITLED £4 THEIR © f 
ATTENTION? : Lf £3 * 2 


© Wnrew 18 THE PROPER METHOD 
EDUCATION? 
Writ ant eHEADVANTAGES RESULTING: FROM ITY | 
There*are some, whom opulence has cxempted from the *XE 
necessity of profe88ional exertioF and who, in pursuing.the cir- 
cuit of general knowledge, light upon. theology as one of its 
branches, and study it with a view to their own intellectual 
improvement: and, certainly, No 8cience-can boast- of greater 
dignity and attractions for the Jovers of virtuous knowledge, 
than that which discusses the highest interests of our immortal | 
nature. 'Fhere are others who direct their-attention - to 80me 
Lranches of theology, to enable them to form an estimate of the 
claims of Christianity: and who can deny that thisiga laudable 
pursuit, obligatory on all who have an opportunity to engage in | 
it? But our question is not whether the 80ns of science In tra- 
versing, the different regions of truth, must, stop when they 
reach the confines of theology; nor whether some parts of the- 
ology, such as the evidences of Christianity, may not be pursu- ' 
ed by all with the just expectation of. personal benefit ; but the 
inquiry is, what ought to be the qualifications of those, who wish 
to devote themselves to the gospel mimstry, of those, whom it is 
the duty of our different s8ynods-to scek, and to draw. forth from 
, that retirement, jn whicly pious talent-often delights to. be con- 
_ cealed? 'The division of these prerequisite: into dona naturatia 
and 5piritualia,” mum of Jann the graces of {ho <p 
which pervades the former, t al Gystoms, i old and 
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ter of man as a Iapsed 
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rm dE a ngc yl by-the Christign: eurch in theory, from the days of the 


-  aphst 's until the pregent time. A collateral illustration of its 
Importance, ; is —_— »F- the gabje: of theology 
adopted by thouchg tle divines. Not content with drawing 


x | the religious knowledge of angels and of 
n y dividing theology into angelic and human; they 8ub- 
” * Ivided human theology into regenerate and unregenerate; con- 
= tending, not without ground;hwe think, that'the unconv&rted man 
could not possibly have 80 cofFect and Spiritnal a view of reli- 
gious truth, as he who had , been taught by the Holy Spirit. 
Yet have there been some, probably in all ages, who controver- 
8 ted this opinion. A dispute on”this s8ubject formed- one of the 
$/!  . Pietistic controversies about the commencement of the last cen- 
| tury; and, although the fashiqnable philosophy of Kurope had, 
for a while, laughed'it out -of countenance; we rejoice to believe 
that the whole American church as a body, and increasing thou- 
| } -8ands'in Kurope, are ready to reiterate the languago of the apos- 
| tle «The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
1 <God; for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
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*them because they are spiritually discerned.” 


| Without piety, no man can be an able or faithful minisfer. 


wo" 4 The Scriptures themselves are to: the unregenerate, in many * 


[+ respects, a sealed book. / "They may bring to the study of the 
bible the energies of a powerful mind, and may make them- 
3 8clves masters of all that is intellectual in its contents. They 
| may pursue i its Geography, i its Chronology, its History, as well 
as other branches of its Archeology. ' Guided by modern Geol- 
OSY, they may be” intq the bowels of the earth, and read 
an records whic e's Geir, 

a of Agra raomy, they may | 
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*Artthou amasterin Isral, and on these Zarug How 


| universe, to behold inte usand Wo 
physical glories of the unicreated Arch 
intellectual views of th o galore they;r 
- yate child of God, as J Tetedlo & SpIrIt of 
fant just-ushered into heaven.” Vela tere certain Spit f 
agpects connected with most 'of these SC which" pem 
hid from the unregenerate eye; - but w wh 
beauty to the thristiau, which con rect, 
al purposes of the Creator and de veloy 
the universe. And, as to the spi 
the gradual developement of the scherae of- 
forms the Alpha and the Omega of the whole revelation; = 
gential holiness of God, and the. defect of this holiness in man, 
which form"the necessity of the atonement; the nature.of the new 
birth, and the various feelings of experimental religion, which 
abound on the sacred page—as to all these subjects, their rgal 
nature is hid from those untanght by-the-spirit, they cannot 
understand it, .it must be spiritually discerned.” It is as entire- 
ly concealed from their view, as are the beauties of the rainbow 
from them that are born- blind, and -it will remain 80. until 
they apply. to the heavenly ophthalmist to have the integument 
removed which obstructs their vision. 'The distinctiye feelings 
of practical religion, and the gflirituality of view here. referred * 
to, appeax to belong to the-Jogiciaw's class of simple ideas, such _ 
as those of sound and colour, which, according to the constitu- 
tion of our mental nature, cannot possibly, by the best descrip- 
tion, be rendered intelligible to those who have not,felt them. 
Hence it is, that their very existence IS sometimes  disputed, 
hence infidels stigmatize exPerime religion as spivitual rev- 
erie, as theopathy, ag,enthusiastic cant, hence it is, "that ome 
may be found i in | every” age, to whom. the” Saviour would 8Ay 


PI 
— \ 


ity 


_— ' 
PCGICTITITELY 


TY, 


2 -G« Wl , in the person- {Fi 
w Tow can he demonstrate to 
}f that Saviour, who, to be- 


and, but i in whom he tan sec 


258? 'F _ wn he 8ympathise with the 


[t Zuide "6 panient enquirer guccessively 
e hopes 'S A and the fears of christian 
© Ihe Cult, what motives has he to fidelity ? 
irst.fe "the di ine glory, no love of Christ 
aty urges him. | 
he neutralizes by the ſrigidness of 
Ive Fr Tow + can 8uch a man be either an able or 
| ithful minister? What is he but a blind leader of the blind, 

opt 'n ind what other issue can we expect than that Predicted by the 

PR" Saviour? , 

Again, without piety the minister ofs the gospel will generally 
| beg curse to the church. We gay not that an unconverted min- 
ister, who preaches orthodox doctrines, can never confer spirit- 
i ual benefit on others. To assert this would be to setlimits to 


God, to promote the.end for which it was given, and to con- 
tend that it is not the word of God, but the minister who makes 
men wise unto salvation. No, we believe God sometimes does 

, effectually publish his gospel by#unsanctified lips. The minis- 
fry of Judas was probably not without its benefits, andthere are 
doubles i in every age, ome of the Iscariot band, who Proper 
with some profit *4o others, and themselves are cast away.” 


But even these, generally, do more Injury than-good. 'They not 
faithſul.gervants of the 


only exclude from their congregatio 
Lord,” who would c foed the flock; but the cold formality, 
and perhaps levity of their p priv ate & 


The good which 


[lf _ Ommniipotence, to deny that there is any aptitude in the word of 


ize the influence 
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press' these feelings, $0 geek amic 7 zuons, top 
80cial circle relief from | is despondeng) 'by, tonic 
ercise and purer air, DEED the corp 
it originates! In short, we generally, 86 
minister, though moral, gpreads a d oF Tat 
congregation over which he is called to, 
pestilential, azotic *atmosphere, in -whis 
cannot long 8gurvive. Nor is his baneful 
ed by the limits of his congregation. In the tne 
the geveral synods. of the church, he will be expected to 
part. His inflaence tends to depress the standard of piety 
among his brethren, and. to throw open the door of admission 
to other unsanctified men». Is he passessed of talents and am- 
bition? He will aim at ruling the body. As 8ome pious breth- 
ren must neces8arily oppose him, he. becomes: the head, of a 
party: If victorious, no arithmetic can calculate the extent of 
injury inflicted on the body of Christ! And if vanquished, he 
expends his strength in efforts to thwart the purposes of the 
brethren, to defeat their holiest and most evangelical ,measures, 
and to scatter amongst them. the seeds. of discord; whilst the 
gall of disappointed ambition is rankling in his bogom, SLES, 
venom of Jealousy corrodes his heart! - 

Lastly, a minister void of piety. must ultimately be a_curse to 
/umself. "The apostle Paul, Penang. to his gon, 'Limothy of 
those who preach 1 the gospel faithfull Y, informs him. *«hat by 80 
doing he would SAVE both himself and them. that hear him ; ”? 
but a far different, lot awaits the unhappy being, who rushes un- 5 * 
called ahd 1 unqua [into "the sacred mi What mugt 17 


not be his misgivings \ hs. ome to recommend an un- 
known Saviour, or to 8 
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wy oa ce Tg x "God 0's word to a level with his owy, 
Na I: ut aboxe a] L fol wy " the unhappy wretch. into. 
gloomy.regions, of fut urity, W tha | feelings must_agitate his 

n the light eternity Uisplays to him the nakedness 
30 I inds that he was himself 
3 floc 4 ruin! ! When he finds himself 


vils, The OE them many of his 
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F nor follow him be- 
ge der an account of 
it had been dy it he had never been 
bort! better had i it been for him, if with a nether millstone at 
his neck, he had been cast into the bottomless deep! 
\- But in advocating the necessity of piety tothe theological 
student, we are met by one objection. / It has been aid by infi- 
dels, why, if the Bible be the word of God,-may not all, even 
unbelievers be received as theological students in expectation*of 
being converted by its influence and transformed into its image? 
All are indeed permitted, nay are commanded at the peril of 
their 80uls to study. the Holy Yolume, but not to pollute their \ 
| |. * gouls yith hypocrisy, nor t0 take the oath of allegiance to.a 3 
| cause which they hate. Were it even certain that the course of 
5tudy. would uniformly convert the infidel into a believer and J 
the formalist into a true christian 3 3 their contaminating influ- = 
ence on others before their transformation, would require that -# 
; there should be no communion between light and darkness, that 
the little leyen should not be mingled with the unleavened lump. _ + | 
fo) We 
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rally - not impartial examiners; ; forþthe*Pp 


ſeglings is averse to the. rigit chr / 
they are denounced by it Janine Ty | 


interested witnesses with alto O»doanen cuppo6e that the» | 
thief and murderer would, n their A Ge What: p 
tial judges of the law which condemns them fo the prison or*the | 
gallows ? What friend of Christianityy therefore, with the 8ad 
experience of, Europe before” his eyes, could advocate the recep- | 
tion of those among the candidates for the sacred office, who, if 
they pass unchanged through studies on which they entered from: 
Secular motives, and probably without a wish- or intention of 
impartial investigation, feel no hesitation in still ascending the 
gacred desk and polluting their lips with hypocrisy and false- 
hood! As well therefore might a general ill his ranks with 
avowed traitors, in the forlorn expectation, that at some future 
day, they might become the ſriends of his canse! * ; 
Phe. other prerequisite for. a theological student is good natu- 
ral talents. * As we haye been induced to dwell so long'ow the 
first topic, our obseryations on the second must be confined” to a 
very small compass. ., It isnot contended that every theological 
student ought to þe a man of genius ; for -where'is the%army \\ 
that comprises none but, 8, or where the legislature- Cone. 
sisting exclusively of gages ?% Nor would we venture to asse a 
that men below mediocrity, ought 1 in no | cave, to devote them- a | 
8elves to then minist; - But, no man wh ho5em 1c wh this Class, by 


— . x1 
'v- 222-248 EF one. 


L 


= A een 


0 —_ ”— —_ 


zeal and piety of a et Such is the vas 
of religious truth, .t | .exalt 
longest life too short fully"to. 


w_ » * vv bu : wF ) wv 4 


1 !  +.2 G 
\ 1 -»,. EF \ 
Ly I 
* F o BWV o 0" » f o 
o - S's nd F - 
[ l f = : - : 7 o b, \ b 
- Mo " A Fi 
K. # 1 
p 4+ G FP 
;# : Wy \ , of 1 
F ; x | 
- \ ) , TAC! by oy” f 
w 4 - % P a” 
=". | | J 
Fi o : 
. 


isite to an able FER Es ai 
Gn arduous duties of his Sta- | 
pil nh oopious stores of knowledge, 

Vin A rich stream on his listen- % 
io&be *@ workman that need"not . 
—_— divide the word of truth, 
dug 8easSEn.” Where God has 
deg. and improye it. But 
mo fi Id make 6 every student a Buddeus 
with the 6” ifepa the growth of 
. F of vegetables and animals, will differ 
cific diversity of their original character. 
The rogebush andthe mountain oak, thoughplanted in the same 
50il, and tilled with the same care, will attain to very.different 
statures. A theological student should in particulfir be possesscd 
of a 8gound judgment. It was one of the memorable admonitions 
of the Saviour to his disciples, <be ye wise as serpents.” And 
| | if there is a proſession on carth that requires wisdom and 
| | prudence, it is- that of thegteward of the mysteries of the gospel. 
Without it_the best opportunities for action are' often lost, the 

plainest duties unseasonably performed, and the most happily 
devised Schemes for the good of Zion defeated. A know ledge 
| of mankind is essentially neces8ary to a suceessful minister ; 
/ but; a man who is constitutionally injudicious, is eyer liable to 
eoeived, no. dependance can be placed on him, no plan of mo- 
ment be: entrusted to him for execution, 'The men, therefore, 
' Fho aro hest qualified for the study of theology, are those who 
zes8ed of at.least mediocrity.of mind, men of rover de- \ 

pe ;, men hoxn of the/'spirit. , ip, So. 
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Aourish zeveral centuries, the*s 
countries, was long kept at. resp! ect 
Ignorance, emphatically stzled the. 
sciences shared the fate of-all Pond 
had almost bid adieu to the CNL 


brew even conshdered da an 7 
| Hebrew gotiotar F \bable, he's | 
® been regarded wy > as A Lereciatatl £ ON kprtblous > ©. 
to the Reformation, Fog and piety revived together. Reuch- ' b- 
lin and others gave a new impulse to Hebrew study. The 
| flame once kindled continued 'to blaze with- increasing. lustre, ""J 
and since the beginning the Reformation, the-standard of min». 
isterial education generally has been very respectable. But never 
Since the apostolic age, has the church instructed. her students 
as well as were those whom the Saviour taught. By his person- 
© al insfruction, by the gift of the Holy Spirit and by the power 
7 of working miracles, he gave them higher qualifications and. 
armed them better for the contest than can now be done, by the 
best course of edueation. , Yet strange to tell, the cause of chris+ 
tianity has had many advocates who appear to think not only 
that ignorance 18 the . mother of devotion, but also, that she is © 
the ablest, champion for truth ! © It has even been asserted, that, 
the apostles were iznorant, uninstructed ministers, and that un- * 
| inspired, illiterate men in every age, thurst into the 8acred of- 
fice without education,/are on, an equality with them. |, That the 
greater part-of. them were illiterate, when Jesus began to in=".- 
2 $truct them is admitted, and is not this the cage with "the most © 
= learned divinies of every age before they :y commence th ir ca 
tion? But did the Saviour teach them nothing by his 16 g con-/ 
tinued personal instruction.and han " —_ they prof noths 
ingby hisJessons of heaven oo 
ed, by the evangylists and fc 
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| Again, there are 80me, who whilst they advocate the propri- 
efy of a respectable education, contend that there is a ne plus ul- 


" tra in the career of learning, beyond which no believer can ad- 
venture without danger to his faith, that beyond this boundary 
there 18.2 tree. of knowledge whose forbidden fyuit is death to 
Christfnity. 'But a religion that is from God, will nof shrink 

from investi gation, nor tremble before the intellectual altitude of 

+ friends or foes. If there be any fact concealed beneath the dusb 
and rybbish of antiquity, which would prove that «we have be- 
Wi. © lievod cunningly. dexised fables,” let it be brought forth. Or, 

1 Y _ If seience phygical, tellectual, ar moral, can in her march dis- 


- Fover ap of know ledge yet unexployed, and exhibit with cons 
pg: or relations of truths, which, even by 
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of investi gation brings new facts to light, thefr bearing on Chris- 
tianity may be misapprehended. When” the enmies of reye- 
lation extend their studies into paths of scieinch, hitherto ug- 
trodden by her friends; their partial eye may liglit on facts which 
scem to militate against her; and as the evidence ongghe one 8ide 
is thus earlier studied and more fully developed than on the other, 
the mind may be startled by unexpected results. But as learn- 
ing is extended, and. the progress of investigation brings evefly 
aspect of the subject to: light, the truth stands fully deyelaped, 
and the subsiding boasts. of inſfidels, afford their tacit Gonges- 
sion that again Christianity has triumphed. Thus at one time 
infidels selected the historical ground; as the strong hold, on 
which they planted their artillery, and the friends of Curistia- 
nity had not always learning enough to meet and to repel them. 
But after the learned and indefatigable Dr. Lardner, published 
to the world all the.testimony concerning Christianity contain- 
ed in all the earlier writers, Pagan as well as Christian, they 
were driven ſrom their position, and have never since resumed 
it. Under the cover of Geology a subsequent attack is made: 

66 Some drill and bore 

'The $olid earth, and from the 8trata there 

Extract a register by which they learn 

That he who made if, and revealed its date 

To Moges was mistaken in its age” 

Subsequent improvements, however, have not onlyTeyersed 
their judgment, but this once suspected science has become the 
powerful ally of revelation ; now the first geologists both infi- 
del and christian, find in the bowels of the carth incontestible 
evidence that there must have been such a uniyersal deluge as 
Moscs describes, and about the time specified by him ! Lately 
the neologists of Europe thought they had proved, that the Pen- 
tateuch was not written until about the time of the Captivity, 
ant consequently that Moses could-not have been its penman. 
The same mien, studying the subject twenty years longer, find 
they were mistaken, and, of late, with Rosenmuller the younger 
at their head, beginning to return to the orthodox opinion. Dr. 
Lowth of England, thought the Hebrew text very torrupt : better 
3cholars find that he « iged words because he did not under- 
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Gesenius one of the first Hebrew scholars of 
ces the Masoretic text much more correct than 


— mtand them; 
the age, 


Loyth's alterations. @Thus has infidelity been 8uccessively beat- 
en from every position she assumed. She may yet make other 
assAults. 
then with. blasphemy and learning, she may point afresh her 
broken steel and dip it in her deadliest poison ; and nerved with 
fresh vigour, she may return again and again to the conflict : 
but-the Son of God has told ns she will-ail, her strokes will re- 
verberate upon herself, until foiled in every attempt, she will 
at last be compelled, in the Tanguage of her once imperial son, # 
to exclaim : At length O Gualilean, thou hast conquered !” 
Unshackled therefore by any apprehension as to the divinity 
of our religion, we may fearlessly approach the inquiry before 
as. Here we are met, at the very threshold of the subject, by 
the dictate of common sense, that the teacher should always 
know more than the taught; that w@areannot by the constitution 
of their nature, with confidence commit themselves to the gui- 
dance of those whom the; know to be their inferiors in know- 
ledge. And does not. d in his providence sanction this prin. 
ciple? Whom does he select as his chosen instruments to ad- 
vance the triumphs of the cross, to defend the citadel of our holy 


faith? Eyen among the apostles, all fully qualified by vrdinary 


and miraculous instruction, who was it that laboured more a- 
bundantly, and more successfully than the rest? And was not 
Paul superior to all the other apostles in natural talents and ed- 


ucation ? Was he not educated at Tarsus, then more distin- 


guished, as Strabo informs us, for philosophy and polite litera- 
ture, than even Athens or Alexandria? And, in conformity to 
the custom of the 'Tarsians, who were wont to finish their studies 
abroad,” did he not bend his course'to Jerusalem, to complete 
his education at the feet of Gamaliel the illustrious doctor of the 
Jewish law ? Who was Origen, the defender of the faith a- 


gainst the assaults of the unbelieving Celsus ? Confessedly a 


man of the most splendid talents and extensive learning, who 
was educated under Clement in the theological seminary at Al- 


the Samaritan, 'and rejects by fay the greater part of Dr. 


She may barb anew her blunted arrows, and feather 
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'brated reformers, Luther and Calvin and Zwinglius ? \ Ind 
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exandria, and who published more bodks than many learned men ' 
ever read ! Who were Huss, and Jerome of Prague, and the cele- 


tably the most learned men of their age. Pl. were the ingtru- 
ments of the most glorious reviyals of religion, which adorn the 
pages of ecclesiastical history ? We need not say to this aggemg- 


bly that Arndt, Spener, Franke, Wesley, Whitefield and Edwards 


were all regularly educated, were learned men. And Bndlly, 
whom did God employ to establish the Lutheran church in this 
western world? Illiterate and impious men, like wolves, had sto- 
len into the flock, and were about to devour it, when the yenerable 
Mublenberg from Franke's school, with Franke's spirit, came 
to break the bread of life to the dispersed emigrants, aud gave to 
Lutheranism in America its existence as an organized church. 
And who have been its pillars since that time ? I need not in- 
form you, that they were learned men, when I pronounce the 
name of Kuntze; of Schmidt, of Muhlenberg, of Gering, of Hel- 
muth and Lochman ? Ands not the same remark equally ap- 
plicable to all the other prominent churches of our country ? 
But the evidence on this gubjecÞis cumulative. 'The strong- 
est yet remains. We have the plain&t declarations of the 8a- 
cred word. One text from the books of eaeh-covenant may guf- 
fſice. By the prophet Malachi, God commanded that **the 
priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they (the people) should 
seek the law at his month, for he is the messenger of the Lord of 
hosts.” 'The phrase © keep knowledge,” but imperfectly con- ? 
veys the idea of the original. Sama, in its most frequent 
acceptation, signifies to protect, to watch over, to preserye with 
care. In paraphrastic terms the passage may be thus expres- 
ged : *The priests being the messengers of the Lord of hosts, 
should be the depositories of knowledge, they are to watch over 
it and perpetuate it, s0 that the people may at all times recur 
to them, as authentic and competent instructors and judges of 
thelaw.” 'The other passage is the admonition of Paul to Tim- 
othy: <*The things that thou hast heard of me among many witnes- 
8es, the 8ame commit thou to faithful men, who $hall be able to teach 
others also.” In the antecedent context, Paul calls 6 these 
ings?” which he had taught Timothy, 5 the form of sound 
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"*Fordg,” or as it may þe rendered, *the sketch, outline, or brief 


system of sound doctrine,” Here Paul expressly admonishes 
Timothy to receive none into the sacred office, who had not been 
instructed in that outline of doctrine which he had studied, whose 
character id nob afford assurance, that they would be faithful 
cir awſul and solemn yows, and who had not capacity 
enough ty be able to teach others also,” Upon the succes- 
gors of Timothy, this obligation clearly rests. The grade of 
theological education, probably ought to be, and generally is 
Somewhat modified by the degree of intelligence and learning, 
pervading the community with which the £tudent is connected. 

But the, best method of zettling the proper average standard of 
minigterial attainment, 1s to ascertain, what are the duties re- 
quired by God of the Christian ministry in all ages. A ſunda- 
mental duty, doubtless, is *o 8earch the Scriptures,” the direc- 
tory for his conduct, the rule of faith and practice which he is to 
ey. {that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 
nished-unto all good works.” In order that he may scarch the 
Scriptures, he must be able to-read them. Such is the diversity 
between the idioms of _different languages, - that many of the 
beauties and peculiarities of an author are unavoidably Iost in 
the best translation. And such is the difference between the 
religious and political institutions, the social, literary and sci- 
entific habits, by which the shades of meaning are fixed on voca- 
bularies of different nations, that there are multitudes of words 
in every language, for which none perfectly correspondent can 
be found in another. Hence the world would laugh at the man, 


who should write a commentary on the beauties of Homer or. 


Virgil, or undertake to explain the exact meaning of Justinian's 
code of laws, without being able to read the original works. 
Now as the inspired writers, in order to be understood, must 
necessarily have used language in its common acceptation; WE 
are unable to see, why a knowledge of the original should be 
less necess8ary in the one case than in the other, We Know, In- 
deed that there are hundreds of pious, and faithful and useful men 
in the ministry of different churches, who labour under this dis- 
advantage. Yet, who can doubt, that they would be still more 
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od, if they could examine and judge for themsely es, instead of 


zceing through the eyes of others? And thoughthey may be usefu] | 
in connexion with others who are better instructed, what would 


hethe state of the Christian church, if her minigters generally 


\ $hould cease to watch over the word of God, and to perpetuate 


knowledge of it to sncceeding generations? Who would pro- 
vido the necessary translations for heathen countries? And who 
zhall prepare another for us, when the revolutions of language 
shall have rendered ours unintelligible? A respectable  ac- 


* quaintance with Greek and Hebrew philology will, we hesitate 
> not to declare, better enable the student to understand the Scrip- 
© tures, than all the doctrinal commentaries ever written. * And 
=> vuch are the facilities afforded for these studies, especially by 


late German writers, that a student is indeed inexcusable, who 
neglects an opportunity to employ this powerful auxiliary'in 
the service of God, 'Po *search the Scriptures” aright, we must 


{ Inquire when and by whom they were written, and whether they 


are authentic and unadulterated;*> But these books profess a 
character different from that of all other books, profess to be a 
revelation from God to man. The evidences in support of these 


\ claims, must be examined: and the question arises, wheth- 


er the divine authority of these books requires us to inter- 
pret them on principles different from those applied to mere 


* hnman productions. 'The science of Interpretation, therefore, 
> must not he neglected. But these books abound in allusions to 
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the peculiar customs and circumstances of the times and coun- 
iries in which they were written, and cannot be fully under- 
stood without an acquaintance with them, Biblical Archzolo- 
3y is, therefore, an important study. Again, the minister of the 
gogpel must *dectare the whole council of God,” as well the doc- 
trmes to be believed as the duties to be practised: hence Doctri- 
nal and Practical Divinity are cardinal parts of a theological 
course of study. He is commanded *earnestly to contend for the 
faith once delivered to the 8aints; ! hence Polemical Theology can 
not be entirely overlooked, though it must now agsume a milder 
character than in the days of Calovius, nor teach its pupils, that 
Wittenberg and Geneva, are the only fountains of saving truth. 
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word, to. 8how himself approved unto God, a workman that | 
needeth not to be rightly dividing the word of truth.” © 
Suitable instructi this subject constitute Homiletic Theo- 7 
logy. He is commanded to « take heed to all the flock over which | 
the Holg Ghost hath made him overscer, to feed the church of God * | 
* Thich he purchased with his own blood:” to the gubject of © 
Pastoral Theology he must therefore lend his most devout at- 2 , 
tention. As the Sacred volume abounds in prophecies, he should 
not be ignorant of the history of God's people, s0 that he may _ 
be able to trace their accomplishment, and 8tudy the wondrous 
dealings of his providence. And in order that he may be among 
those © elders who rule well,” the Government and Discipline 
of the church. will be necessary subjects of study, to teach * 
him how to act well his part in the several judicatories of the 
church, as well for the benefit of his individual charge, as of the | 
kingdom of Christ in general. But Christianity is a positive 
institution, which belongs not to man in his natural state; the sys- 
tematic student should therefore first ascend to primary princi- ; 
ples to his situation independently of Revelation, he should ex- © | 
amine the faculties ,of which he finds himself. possessed, and > x 
study the proper use of them, the yjust laws of reasoning. By © ' 
this course he will obtain an impartial answer to the inquiry: 7 5 
*what is truth.” He should examine the nature and extent of © 59 
the truths, which reason has taught to those, who were unac- > c 
quainted with Revelation, concerning their moral relations and © F 
© 
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interest, and the adequacy or inadequacy of this Natural 'The- * e 
ology to the wants of man. , As Revelation is founded on rea- © 
on, it will ever harmonize with it. Hence we cannot believe 

in a proſessed Revelation, which does not either accord with our | b 


ideas of natural religion, or teach us their fallacy. The enlight- | 
ened divine sees, throughout the whole volume of nature, un- 
numbered harmonies with Revelation, but finds not one 8entence : 
there recorded inconsistent with it, 'The ordinary time spent 
_ In a course of theological education, will, indeed, only enable the 
Student to acquire the elements of these several sciencey ; for f 
«Were man to live coeval with the sun, 
«The patriarch pupil would be tearning 8till 
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But his preparation for daily duties, wilt be a conflnua Mm of 
* these studies, and througlout his whole life, he ghould «meditate 
2 on these things, and give himself wholly to them, that his pro- 
® fiting in them all may be manifest,” «that the man of Goad.may 
* become perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 
WHraT 1s THE PROPER METHOD OF CONDUCTING THIS, ED- 


> 


| UCATION? 
* Tt does not fall within the limits of this address, to cativass 
2 the comparative merits of public and private,gducation in gen- 
2 eral, a question first formally discussed, we think, by Quintilian. 
* The world has derided as he did, the concurrent suffrage of cen- 
© taries is recorded in favour of public education. 'The designh- 
* tion of public and private, is indeed, neither derived from the es- 
;ential nature of the 8ubject, nor characteristic of it : the ques- 
tion more properly is, whether solitary or as8ociated study 1s 
! more adyantageous. Many men, pursuing what is misnamed 
* a private education, live as much in public, as students can 
: possibly do in any college; whilst in many of our public insti- 
tutions, students live at least as private and secluded, as they 
possibly conld individually beneath their own paternal roof. 
= That theological seminaries, like the Saviour whom they teach, 
Should court retirement, that smaller towns rather than cities 
ought to be their favourite seats, appears to us an obvious prin- 
; ciple, and is sanctioned by the mass of churches in this country. 
* But the previous question is, would not a solitary or individual 


equcation, better qualify men for the ministry, than associate 
Study, 


Fhat the theological sciences, intellectually considered, can 
> be pursued most successfully by associated study, we take for 
# granted. 'This no one will call in question; nor can we dwell 
; on the importance'of this consideration, which must be clear to 
Z »very intelligent mind. © But if our students were pursuing 
| their studies individuaRly with different private ministers, 
> though they would be less able expositors of the Sacred word, 
» and less able preachers, would they not come forth with more 
z practical views of ministerial duty? Tf, in'our most deliberate 
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g judgment, an affirmative reply could be made to this inquiry, 
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nth ries But what are the chief human means, by which 
alone true pſety and gpirituality of doctrinal views can be pro- 
moted, either in an as80ciated or Solitary education? They are 
the pious example and echortations of the instructor, access to « 
multitude of practical works, frequent opportunity to engage in 
the exercises of practical religion, and the influence of 8urround- 
ing circumstances. | 


- Among the ministers of every church; there is a great divcr 
vity, both in learning and piety. When. students are educated 


* individually, $06 -will have good and others indifferent teach- 


ers; and possibly the ministers least qualified-may - have most 
«tudents. By assciated study, all students enjoy the advantages 
of the same teacher. Now if- the church should select as in- 
atructor, a man who is not above the average of the great mass 
of ministers, still the students-on the whole, would enjoy equal 
advantages, or rather greater, for he could devote himself wholly 
to the work. If an individual above this average were chosen, 
the students would evidently. enjoy superior advantages; and 
Should gome one of the prominent and best qualified ministers 
be elected, a seminary would obviausly. afford students as great 
advantages, as they could enjoy on the individual plan; it all the 
different private teachers were equal in qualification to the one 
elected. Now the fact that mankind generally believe their inte- 
rests best secured, when confided to the hands of men whom they 
themselyes elect, presupposes a tendency in man to chose the 
bost qualified men to office, Even in political elections, in 
which party spirit sometimes rejects the better man, each party 
selects some of her-best men as candidates, and the whole mass 
of officers elected, is-ſarsuperior in qualification to the average 
of the eligible population. And although ecclesiastical elec- 
tions are not always free from human ſrailty, no one can deny, 


that in all the theological institutions heretofore established, 


the professors of which are elected by the churches, as in Ame- 
rica, and not by the civil authorities, as in 80me parts of Europe ; 
the churches have generally chosen men, who were $uperior both 
in picty and learning, to the average of the church, to which they 
belong: and 80 long as the majority of any church, are friends 
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men as profess0rs. The contrary could never occur, until the 
mass of individual instructors had previously degenerated, an 
then, by the supposition, the individual teachers would be no bet- 
ter than the other ; nor could students then be compelled to fre- 
quent the institation. 

As to the 8econd means, no rational man can believe, that the 
regonrces of the whole church combined, cannot furnish one bet- 
ter library-than each individual minister can purchase, Com- 
paratively few practical works can be found in private Fibraries. 
But, when a church establishes a Seminary, she can there sup- 
ply her students with all the most valuable works of a biogra- 
phical, missionary and pratical nature, and can prescribe what 
portion of their time shall be spent in perusing them. "The same 
money which would have purchased twenty small libraties, will 
parchase one large one. And this will be accessible to-many 
more students at the same time, and equally to every succes- 
Sive clags, Here then the student may enter the library, and be 
vurrounded by the living monuments of the illustrious dead. 
He may take up the life of a Fenelon, a Franke, a Wesley, a 
Whiteficld, a Mather, an Edwards, or a Scott, and learn the 
art of holy living: or, laying his hand upon the missionary-yol- 
ume, he may behold the bloodless triumph of the Prince of peace 
over the powers of darkness, and learn from Brainard, Elliot, 


Exede, Swartz, Vanderkemp, Martyn and others, how ta for- 
Sake all for Christ. 

That a well contacted Seminary affords more opportunities 
for practical devotion, than could possibly be enjoyed by indi- 
vidual students under the charge of private ministers is equally 
clear, Several times, daily, are students here required to as- 
8emble for the purposcs of social worship : the word of God is 
publicly read, his praises are sung, and supplications- offered to 
him that heareth prayer. The labours- of the day are begun 
and closed with devotional exercises by each student in his pri- 
vate apartment, and one day of each month is exchusively ap- 
propriated to practical devotion, and exercises calculated to pro- 
mote a misstonary spirit. Individual studehts might, indeed, a- 
lone attend to many of these exercises: but he must indeed be 
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«timmlus to devotion, or that the great mass of students, would 
in 80litude, long maintain this Standard of religious exercises. 
Man is, moveover, a social being, religion is a 8ocial principle; 
and e .argument, which goes to prove the importance of 
gocial worship in-general, establishes with equal force the su- 
perior advantage of theological seminaries in regard to the ex- 
ercises of practical devotion. | 
And certainly the other circumstances of a theological gemi- 
nary, are better calculated to promote piety than those of indi- 
vidual study. Must not the student's daily conversation with 
those of - like mind and similar pursuits, confirm his faith and 
enliven his feelings? Must not all the various meetings and 
essays and debates, on the great subjects of his calling, nay 
even the very building in which the sacred studies are conduct- 
ed, remind him of that Saviour whose he is, and whom he pro- 
fesses to serve? If then,'in addition to all the numerous intel- 
lectual advantages, the means for growth in grace can be bet? 
ter enjoyed in seminaries than in solitary. study, it is evident, 
that the mterests of the Reedemer*'s kingdom will be best pro- 
moted by the associated plan of theological education, 
Accordingly, we find that theological seminaries have beer 
approved of by the most enlightened friends of Zion in all ages/ 
Such institutions existed ever under the Old Testament dispen- 
gation, in one of whicl-the prophet Samuel was teacher, and the 
pupils of which, by an oriental idiom, were termed © sons of the 
prophets.” Whether they existed- before the time of this pro- 
phet we are not informed, but from the books of Samuel and 
Kings;* we learn that the pupils dwelt together in one housey 
that their teachers there gave them instructions, that sacred mu- 
sic was one of their principal studies, and that the prophets 
Samuel, Elija and Elisha, were at different times their teachers. 
'These schools were erected at different- places, throughout the 
seyeral tribes, and are often spoken of by the Jewish writers. 
Among their most distinguished later teachers, were Hillel, 
Shammai and Gamaliel, the instructor of Paul. Such were the 
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schools to which allusion has been made, of St. John at Ephesus, 
of Polycarp at Smyrna,.of St. Mark and Origen and Pantznus 


find others at Alexandria, institutions in which the ablest de- 
fenders of Christianity were trained for the holy war. And such 
$schools are patronized by all the most evangelical and zealous 
Christiam denominations of the present day.” But how can we, 
as Lutherans, doubt the importance of suchinstitutions? Inher 
yery infancy, Lutheranism was nurtured in theological semina- 
ries. Luther himself spent the greater part of his public life 
as teacher in 8uch a school, from which- he supplied Germany 
with able preachers, and thus extended the blessed Reformation. 
From that day to the present, all the ministers of the Lutheran 
church in the different nations of Europe, derived their educa- 
tion from $uch sources. The first and ablest ministers of our 
church in'this country, were sent frem 8uch-schools: and even 
before the war of the Revolution, the venerable Mublenberg, 
the father of American Lutheranism, contemplated the erection 
of 8uch an institution in this country, and historians of Germany 
have recorded their prayers for its snccess. Dr. Kuntze, at a 
{ater day, took gome incipient steps for the establishment of such 
a school, the present fathers of the church, about six years ago, 


gave a new impnlse to this zsabjects. and now; by the grace'of 
God, we hail the actual commencement of such an institution. 
| 


Admitting then, that candidates for the 8acred desk, can be 
better qualified by associated than by separate and solitary study, 
how ought theological seminaries to be conducted ? 

It is obxious, that the course of instruction and study, should 
not lose sight of the objects of all systematic education, the de- 
velopement of mental faculty, the formation of correct and pro- 
fitable intellectual habits, and the acquisition of knowledge. 
No man was ever born with the developed faculties of a Leib- 
nitz, a Baumgarten, a Mosheim or a Luther, Years of pati- 
ent study and rigid mental discipline, must evolve the facul- 
ties ; years of practice must mature their energies” No man 
has ever reached the summit of intellectual attainments by, OC- 
casional fits of ephemeral application: whilst the regular pro- 
gressive course of a mind of mediocrity, always attains respece 
tability, andoften outstrips our most sanguine expectations. But 
we have para time to advert to a ow pe 2 in which ho 
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Little or nothing ought, in most cases, to be done by the inslruc- 
tors, to promote emulation among the students. 'The ordinary stim- 


ulus of associated study, will, in most minds, beget as much emu- 


lation, and-afford as-stroug an incentive to intellectual effort, 
as are consistent with prosperous piety, Emulation, strictly 
80 called, .can never be a christian motive to study. "Phe $u- 
perior attainments of others, ought indeed to be, and are produc- 
tive of increased exertion in the theological student, and this is ono 
of the advantages of associated study. It ou ght not, however, 19 
excite rivalry, but to lead the student to doubt, whether ke.is 
improying his talents to the utmost of his power, - Emulation, in 


equal powers, and it leads those to whom the Master has entrust- 
ed one talent, to envy others to whom five or ten were given.—— 
Nor will those conversant with theological seminaries, CouLt, 
that it much emulation wereexcited in them, it would be produc 


tive of this unhappy effect. - God has made different grades of 
human intellect. Whilst, therefore, al should be exhorted to 


incessant diligence, every attempt at display ought to be dis- 
couraged, and the truth often inculcated, that fram him to whom 
much is given, much will be required. 

Again, the mode of recitation should be less rigid than in Col- 
leges. 'Theological students are not receiving what is usually 
termed an education, they are studying a profession, and a proe- 
fesgion too, the duties of which are of a peculiar kind. Though 
the quantity of prescribed study, be fairly accommodated to the 
average ability of the class, some will prepare with facility, 
what others can accomplish only by eccessive labour. New, 
it is evident that too great rigour of recitation, would force the 
student of humbler talents to subtract from ther houz's of devo» 
tion, that he may add to those of study : or, at/ least,-exccssive 
application to study, would induce a lassitude of mind unfayour- 
able to the duties and enjoyments 6f devotion. Such intellec- 


tual pressuro, long continued, would impair the spirituality of 


his religious exercises, and ultimately rob him of **those soul- 
refreshing views of Jesus and his word,” which were-the de- 


> _—- of his Soul, the evidence of his filiation, an his eas, gs 
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general, has a tendency to produce jealousy between those of 


tte) 
never to prosecute study to the detriment of devotion; and if 
his soul becomes enveloped in doubts and fears, 1t may, on 8ome 
vccasions, not be amiss to devote whole days to practical reading 
and exercises, until he regain a preponderance of spiritual feel- + 
ing, and satisfactory evidence of acceptance with God: 

That piety should be mnculcated in all the recitations and ener - 
ciscs, is 80 evident from the preceding parts of this address, that 
it need not now be discussed. 

Finally, the Professors themsctees sustatn a character, $ome- 
2c/hat different from those of Colleges, 'They should study-more 
of the humble unostentatious manner of him, who said, *tearn 
of me for I am meek and lowly in heart.” In their lectures, 


und in the discharge of all the duties incumbent on them, they: 


Should gscduously avoid personal Gisplay. When theological 
teachers labour to exhibit themsclves, an unholy jealousy will 
naturally invade their breasts, an interrupt that flow of frater- 
nal fecling which ought to subsist between them. Each will 
1im at being thought the greatest,-and the effort will result in 
partiality to the students, whom he numbers among his supposed 
admirers. 'Phe pupils will be divided-in their admiration, one” 
party being of Paul, another of Apollos, and a third of Ceplias. 
'Fheir attention will be, in some degree, diverted from the great 
design of their studies, and they themselves not profited by 8uch 
examples. A mistake on this point, we cannot but regard as 


As the 


church there still remains in unholy alliance with the state, 80 


one of the cardinal defects of European' institutiors. 


their schools of the prophets are generally incorporated witlr 
their secular universitics, and competition even among theolo- 
zical Professors, has sometimes been carried to a preposterons 
length. God grant that their example may profit the Amert- 
can churches! The instructions also of the teachers, and their 
intercourse with the taught, ought to be more candid and pater- 
nal. 'They should be like faithful parents, delicacy of fecling 
vught not to prevent them from admonishing any student for a. 
deviation from propriety. Their”s is the 8olemn duty of appriz- 
ing the pupils individually of their constitutional oblimuities, of 
checking in the bud every 8ymptom of levity, of rivalslup, of 
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gence among those who most need to be instructed. 
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into the institution committed to their charge, and to bring back 
the wanderer to the paths of piety : a duty, indeed, the'most 
\ unpleasant to the teacher, but indispensably necessary to the 
© prosperity of the institution, and deserving the sincere grati- 


g tude of the individuals, for whose benefit it is performed. Finally 


WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES RESULTING FROM SUCH A 
COURSE OF &TUDY ? | 

On this topic we shall detain you but a few moments. The 
advantages of gucly an education must be placed in a clearlight, 
by the preceding discussion of its nature and circumstances.— 


* Look into the Sacred Volume at the primitive servants of God. 


Collect all the traits of a perfect ministerial character, scattered 


over its pages. Embody them into one complete portrait, and 
you have the standard character at which the ministers of every 
age ought to aim, you have a specimen of the ministry which 
- 8uch an education is calculated to make, as near as the ſrailties 
of humanity and'the absence of inspiration will permit. Of the 
* advantages contemplated by the 8everal Synods in their efforts 
their 


fo! F under the influence of 8uch an education, 
they h e given a enumeration in the Constitution of 
theik 5eminary. We can but touch on some of them. 
= Such an education will stamp the impress of intelligence on 
- the ministry. . It is not necessary that all ministers should be 
learned men, nor possible for the best education to make them 
such. But it tends to make the Christian ministry in general 
what it ever ought to be, an intelligent enlightened body, **who 
necd not be ashamed”” of their ignorance, but **know how right- 
ly to divide the word of truth, and give to each hearer his portion 
m due s8eason.* Although an enlightened layman of true piety, 
+ can in the absence of better instructors, sit with edification un- 
der-the ministrations of an illiterate man ; the mass of mankind, 
being. void of this piety, will not generally become the perma- 
nent hearers of men whose understanding and intelligence they 
cannot-respect. But well educated ministers have "access te 
the hearts of all, even the most enlightened, whilst from the puls 


pit as.well as by their private intercourse, they diffuse intelli- 
"Thus they 
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dear as heavily on Deism as Christianity. 


Such an education promises to make practical preachers, and 


Faithful pastors, Trained up amid the influence of daily deyo- 


ed. Brought into frequent-contact with the holy fire of pasto- 

ral and missionary biography, the flame f piety will be Kindled 

and cherished in their souls, and habits of devotion deeply en- 

zraven on their hearts. From: the pulpit they will feed their 

flocks with the rich provisions of the gospel. "Wall preach—- 
« As conscious of their awful charge, _ Þy 
« And anxious mainly that the flock they feed 
« May feel it too,” 


The holy lustre of their walk and conversation will recom 
fo others the religion they profess. Their science and learning 
will not seduce them from fidelity to the Saviour, but will qualify 
them better for the service of the sanctuary, and, bringing their 
offerings of gold, of frankincense and myrrh, they will:do hos 
mage to the babt of Bethlehem. To bring souls to Christ, will be _ 
the grand object of the studies, the SCTMons, and the prayers'of 
Such men. "The signs of the present evangelical times, will be * 
congenial to their feelings, and they will co-operate with ener- 
gy and power in advancing the "Mediatorial ay of hiw, 
Whom is given all power in heayelr and on _ © 
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foy tinge and virtue, are the pillars of our republic, and 
2 the inhabitants of a country are generally buried-in igno- / 
rance, they are ripe no less for anarchy or despotism in govern-. 
ment, than for superstition and priest craft in religion. Such | 
ministers confer a practical efficiency on the claims of Christi- * 
anity, and enable her, not only to maintain that attitude of tri- 
umphant self-defence, for which a divine religion should ever be 
prepared ; but to carry the war into the enemies? territory, to 
call on them to reconcile the ©difficulties of infidelity,” * as 
Christians have for eighteen centuries, been held responsible for 
All the phenomena attending their cause, and for many which 


tion, and stimatated. by the example of their associates, the 
lineaments of their religious character, will be strongly mark- ' 


Þ- 2 . 
- 
PI ot 


ky 


- 
k 
% 4 
. 


{nevi 0 may . 
Mey" of view, and harmony of feeti ire. 
: -Alinisters of tho churati.. | ifarity of a I lows, i 19/PrO- 


Ln moted by uiiſormity of 8tudy and histruetion;, "T*1ig continued ' 


f * habits of pergonal intercourse, entwine together the cords of s0- | Ho 
eiul feeling, and-make the ceclesiastical sytapathies of students © 
flow in the 8Ame channel. Love One another, 18 among the Sit. Fs 


viour*s protninent commands. And he, who can believe that % gfe 
nuuberoftruly pious men, can for years drink together out of Ss 
| the saine fountain of revealed truth, can worsbip together around 
the same altar, and mingle on it their sacrifices of prayer and 
-praise; and"not find their hearts insensibly knit together in 
love, betrays an cutie want of acquaintance with the principles 
'of true piety. 
In short, by such an education, it is our hoy@® and prayer, 
that God will raise up in our institution, a-mulltitude of able an 
faithful Iabourers for his PR, wha,8hall preach with ſide]- 
ity tho grand doctriries of yeh of the RR | 
who can instruc © QaSTOon cations in the several language * 
'Spoken by ther mntey. Hero wo hope to gOO Wh. _ 
pd a: 'Pa ava > to publish to the heathen the nn- 
"Ms ay and many a James and Cephas and 
0 ie flocks at home 3 men, who carry their zeal for 
—_ of to Redeemer to the highest and holiest ardour of 
, who rogard no service too difficult, no obstacles in- 6 
2, no gacrifice too great. Men who yield to the world C4 
her pleasures, her applause, and take a higher aim; 
for riches—but such whose tenure is-not endangered 
by moth, or rust, or thieves; who seek for pleasures, —but 8ucl = 
as flow-from the throne of the lamb ; and who feel an ambition * 
tog- it for the glory of doing good, for a crown in heaven, for 
Me e erlasting favgur of the everlasting God, 
Wat: o God, therefore, and to the guidance of his gracious Spirit, 
0.0ur infant __ of the prophets ever dedicated ! Together 
ith" its 3, its. teachers anfl-its pupils ; that it may 
adifecinatta the church, and that thousands may 
er ix and call * react and beneſactors ] blessed? 
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